Ovarian hyperstimulation and follicular aspiration. Effect on ovulatory function.
The return of normal function of the reproductive axis immediately after hyperstimulation and follicular aspiration is of both physiologic and clinical interest. These cycles may be utilized for the replacement of cryopreserved embryos, for repeated ovarian stimulation or for any alternative treatment that relies upon normal ovulatory function. Thirty-five women were randomly assigned to be monitored in the first (n = 11), second (n = 13) or third (n = 11) menstrual cycle after in vitro fertilization (IVF). Five of 35 patients (14.3%) failed to ovulate, 2 in each of the first and second menstrual cycles and 1 in the third cycle after IVF. Six (20%) ovulatory cycles demonstrated luteal phase deficiencies. The defective luteal phases were evenly distributed between cycles immediately after IVF and those more remote in time from the procedure.